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FOE IT ESTS $ 


Biſhops-gate Lamentation 
For the loſs of their late REecror 


Mr. ROBERT CLARK: 


Who died on Munday the 19 of Auguſt 1678, and was buried ( together 


with his dear Conſort, who died ſoon after) on the 22 of che ſame Month. 


Heaven's! how could I grieve, did I not know 


Good and wiſe Providenge rules all below. 
Dear Lord, how can I think that he is gone ? 
a. Being ſcarce yet known, he did (o lately come. 
# whi.c « But to00 too frue it is ; Ocrucl Death ! 
mong them. Nor Grace, nor Wit, nor Ver(ue, could keep's breath. 
Hr died of But in afflicting Heats he's flown above ; 
4 Fever, Nor could the fierceft fire burn up his Love 3 
That, conquering Death, with him to Heav'n is gone. 
There's none that knew him can do lefs than mourn. 
Selt-love enforceth us *ris our great loſe, 
Thovgh his great gain. Lord, fanQihe this croſs ; 
Which to deſcribe I would, but have net skiil. 
Pardon my weaknels, and accept my will. 
We've lolt, wc*velaſt, ſhall I ay Man ? nay more, 
A Guide, a Paſtor, omeithat mighty Rore 
Ot heav*aly Counſels flow'd from, as a Spring 
Pure and pcr{picuous. Never any thing 
Utter'd by him was either dull or dark. 
Oh bleſſed Pricft and Prophet, heavinly CLARK ! 
Were | Enthultaſt, I ſhould profeſs 
By LIoſpiration hedid all expres. 
His Head, his Heart, with's Tongue, ſuch muſick made, 
That Saul was oc'c more pleas'd when David play'd, 
Than his prepared Hearers, who will lay, 
Pcefic with pleaſure ſprung as clear as day. 
He on the Prophets horſe firſt rufhing came 3 
Proving fins curſed Cuſtom wou!d us bane : 
That men by Practice bad, to Habits come, 
Like to that brute, fear not Gods ſword or gun. 
Then, from that anſwer to Can dry bones live ? 
Moſt heav'aly Rules and Cautions did he give. 
Gods power and providence we ought truli to, 
Since all he does is good, and all can do. 
P[al. tot. From David's ſaying with perfe heart he'd walk, 
3+ Sweet foul, what holy meaſures did he chalk ! 
To which his hearers-gave great approbation, 
And which, if praQtis'd; would bring reformation. 
The ſinful Times we ſhould not need to blame, 
If family-reforming were our aim. 
How did he bafſtle Sin, with all its ſkifts, 
From that example of the Rechabztes ! 
The arbitrary Will of their dead fire, 
Without a Sanction they ſo much admire, 
That ſtarve with cold, and choak with thirſt they will, 
Rather than build, or drink, though bowls be full 
Of tempting wine. The Prieſt from God may ſue : 
The living Lord but thus expects from you. 
' If ever Limner to the life did draw 
A Feaſt, ſuch F AST I'm ſure you never ſaw 
As he ſet forth upon the late occaſion. 
How did he preſs for, paint forth Reformation ! 
High, low, old, young, rational, animal, 
Acting Repentance, to the beaſt at Stall. 
Tf London like to Nineveb would do, 
He'd warrant it be (afe, and flouriſh too. 
Thus did he teach both how to pray and live 3 
And praQis'd all he ſaid, that it might thrive. 
On Week-days, Prayers and Catechiſe expounded 3 
Profane(s and Hypocrifie confounded. 
Not glutting on the Sunday, but did ſeek 
To make us keep a Sabbath all the week. 
All which he did with ſo much zeal and love, 
As trucly acted by that holy Dove- 
- like Spirit of Chriſt, co whom he now is gone, 
And whom, whilli here, his eyes were fixed on, 
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As his great pattern. Jeſus, his dear Lord, 

He imitated in thought, deed, and word. 

All Chriſtian Graces in him Habits were. 

For Moral Vertues, few could him come neer. 

His common Converſation was moſt {weet z 

No Moroſe gravity on*s Brow did fit. 

A dear Companion, and obliging Friend 

All found that tri'd him : for he ftill did bend 

His Actions and Diſcourſes, like the Sun, 

For univerſal good their courſe to run. 

The doubtful counſel'd, cas'd the troubled minde; 

Confirm'd the faithful, and to all was kinde. 

The Churches adverſaries made he friends 

That liv'd in*s former Cure. For ſuch goods cnds 

He caſt forth ſeveral Nets to take ſuch men 3 

And whilſt they thought to croſs him, he caught chem. 

That he to Souls the greater good might do, 

He ſtudied how to heal their Bodies too ; 

And did it very often ſafe and ſure 

Not like our Quacksz No Money, though a Cure. | 
This is the Guide we've loſt ; this our dear CLARK, 

Whilſt he direRed us, hath hit the Mark, 

And followed all chat holy heavenly Train 

Of Saints, Apoſiles, Martyrs, not in vain : 

Prepar'd in Minde and W ill for Martyrdom, 

Though nor in Fire, did in a Feverburn z 

With a reſigned patience and ſubmiſſion, 


He Was 4 
Phyfici an. 


| He firove, and pray'd, and for's home did petition : 


And fo, full fraught with faith, to Heav'n he?s gone, 


{ Truftingin JESUS for ſalvation. 


Farewel, adicu, (weet Rector : alas we ! 


Biſhops-gate fans have us depriv'd of thee. 


Had we thy DoGtines put in exerciſe, 

Death could not yet have cloſed up thine eyes. 
We now applaud thee, and lament our loſs 
*Tis not for fin we grieve, but for our croſs. 


| Thy heav*nly Muſicks's loſs we now can finde 


But to dance after it we had no minde. 

We lov'd our Schiſm, our Paſſion, and our Pride 3 
Our Drink, our Profit, Pleaſure, Luft beſide. 
Chriſt's Yoke, though cafie, we could not endure 3 
Reaſon and Vertue, wich Religion pure, 

Our Will dethron'd ; elſe all choſe calls and cries 
To Prayers, Sacraments, and Catechile, 

Had been to more effet. Moſt ſay, we know, 
T*excuſe themſelves,Such do not always grow 

So good as ſhould be. But *tis far more ſure, 


| Thoſethat do not thus do, cannot be pure. 


Let's pray that God would this our lofs repair : 
Though we know none, many ſuch void there are. 
Guide thou our Guides, we will Con-and Re-form 
And our dear babes ſhall bleſs thee, yet unborn. 
We'll praiſe-thee for ſuch Teachers, and ſuch fore, 
As (carce in any Age were (cen before, 

For Verxtue, Learning and true Piety. 

Convert their Foes 3 hear thou their prayers and cry 
For us and them, and Jeſus for us all, 

That ſach another Judgement may not fall 

Upon us z that we grope not in the dark, 


For want of ſuch a Lamp as was our CLARK. 
Amen. 


With Allowance. 
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